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WELCOME ADDRESS BY PROF. ELVIS NYARKO, VICE CHANCELLOR, REGIONAL MARITIME 
UNIVERSITY ON THE OCCASION OF THE WORLD MARITIME DAY  

CELEBRATION ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 
 

 

Mr. Chairman; 

The Honourable Minister of Transport, Kwaku Ofori Asiama; 

Chief Director, Ministry of Transport, Mr. T. A. Selby; 

The Director-General of the Ghana Maritime Authority, Mr. Kwame Owusu; 

Commodore Issah Yakubu, Chief of Staff Officer, Navy Headquarters, 

representing the Chief of Naval Staff who is currently out of the country./ 

The International Maritime Organization Regional Representative for West and 

Central Africa, Capt. Dallas Laryea; 

Pro-Vice Chancellor, Regional Maritime University, Mr. Jethro W. Brooks Jnr, 

Management & Staff Members of RMU present; 

Capt. Aaron Obeng Turkson, Immediate Past Rector, Regional Maritime 

University; 

Members of Ghana Merchant Navy Officers Association; 

Members of Ghana Institute of Marine Surveyors; 

Members of Maritime Professional Club; 

Staff of Agencies under the Transport Ministry, here present; 

Alumni; 

Students of RMU 

Friends from the Media; 

Ladies and gentlemen; 

 It is an honour for me to deliver this welcome address on the occasion of 

the World Maritime Day celebration which also coincides with the launching 

of the 60th anniversary of RMU as a Maritime Education & Training 
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Institution. It is a great pleasure for me to welcome all of you to this 

ceremony which is very important on the calendar of the International 

Maritime Organization “THE WORLD MARITIME DAY”. Enjoy our modest 

facilities. 

 

 Your very presence on RMU campus to commemorate the day with GMA 

and RMU is a clear manifestation of the importance that you attach to the 

issues relating to Maritime Transport, Education and Training. 

 
 Mr. Chairman, let me also use this opportunity on behalf of the Board of 

Governors, Management, Staff, Students, Alumni and on my own behalf to 

express our profound gratitude to the Director-General of Ghana Maritime 

Authority (GMA) for accepting to hold the World Maritime Day on RMU 

campus for the second time. Indeed, we are very grateful for this gesture.   

 

 Mr. Chairman, I want to put on record that since the assumption of office 

of Mr. Kwame Owusu as the Director-General of the GMA, a new chapter in 

GMA-RMU relationship has been opened. Most importantly, the Director-

General has initiated the process of paying partly Ghana’s Member State 

contribution which has been outstanding for five years, together with the 

Ghana Shippers’ Authority and Ghana Ports and Habours Authority. In June 

this year Eight Hundred Thousand Ghana Cedis (Gh¢800,000.00) was paid 

and just yesterday, the Director General of the Ghana Maritime Authority  

gave us a cheque of Two Hundred Thousand Ghana Cedis 

(Gh¢200,000.00) in addition.  It is our hope that by the time we get to the 



3 
 

climax of the 60th Anniversary, the remaining amount will be paid by the 

Government of Ghana to make the 60th anniversary a memorable one. 

 

 Mr. Chairman, the Director-General has also shown considerable interest in 

the training of seafarers within the framework of the Ghana Government’s 

project on training Seafarers for Export which will commence by middle of 

November this year. Within this project which is in fulfilment of the 

government’s desire to create jobs for Ghana’s teeming youth, through this 

programme the government will train many young people at the Regional 

Maritime University to be enable them take up jobs as seamen and women. 

 

 Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, the Theme for this 

year’s World Maritime Day “Connecting Ships, Ports, and People” is more 

appropriate in view of the vital role the ports play in socio-economic 

development of nations. We also know that about 80-90% of the world’s 

trade is done through shipping. Therefore, the people in the theme, in our 

opinion, refer to the role of Seafarers in connecting ships to ports.  The 

Regional Maritime University which has a rich and prestigious heritage in 

Maritime Education and Training will continue to play its part in training 

world class seafarers in accordance with the Standard Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping (STCW 1978 as amended in 1995 and 

2010). 

 
 

 As earlier stated, today also marks the launching of the 60th Anniversary of 

the establishment of the then Nautical College, now renamed the Regional 

Maritime University.  We will use this opportunity to pay glorious tribute to 
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the first President of the Republic of Ghana, Osagyefo Dr. Kwame 

Nkrumah, for his foresight in establishing this institution in 1958, which 

currently has become the only Maritime University for the West and Central 

African Region. Since its establishment, RMU has trained thousands of 

graduates working in the commercial shipping and allied industries as well 

as the Ghana Navy. 

 

 Mr. Chairman, RMU has the potential to train and equip our teeming youth 

with employable skills to enable them take ready jobs in the shipping 

industry.  I will therefore appeal to you to continue to assist the University 

to upgrade its facilities to enable it to remain competitive among the 

league of maritime education and training institutions and of course, the 

global shipping industry. Of particular need is a training vessel, to enable 

our trainees to acquire the mandatory sea time experience as required by 

STCW so as to begin their professional training as seamen and women. 
 

 

 Before I conclude, may I take this opportunity to thank all the various 

personalities through whose effort, the Regional Maritime University has 

achieved the enviable record as a Centre of Excellence of maritime 

education and training institution in the sub-region and beyond.  

 

 We salute Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, once again, the  Founder of this 

institution, President J. J. Rawlings for our regionalization in 1983, 

President J. A. Kufuor for elevating the institution to a University status. 

Not forgetting the efforts of successive Ministers of Transport of the 

Member States throughout the years. We also salute the Governments and 
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Peoples of Member Countries and Chairmen and Members of Board of 

Governors for their invaluable support throughout the years. The Director-

Generals/Chief Executive Officers of Maritime Administrations, Ports and 

Harbours, and Shippers’ Authorities for their continued support towards the 

growth and progress of this institution.   

 
 

 I also salute the various Principals and Rectors of the University notably 

Cdr. Y.  Benron, first principal of the institution, through Capt. S. K. Gaisie 

(First Ghanaian principal), Rear Admiral S. A. Ibrahim of Egypt, Late Mr. E. 

A. Ayisi, and Capt. A. O. Turskon not forgetting the contributions of Ing. 

Alock Asamoah, I also acknowledge the first pioneers, notably, Engineer 

Kpakpo who has devoted all of his working life to the service of the 

Regional Maritime University and his colleagues for setting the pace of 

excellence which the institution has endeavoured to maintain.  All other 

Alumni are also hereby acknowledged as well as the hardworking staff who 

have contributed over the years to get Regional Maritime University to 

attain its current status. 

 

 I will be calling on you all especially those who are still around to continue 

to support RMU in diverse ways to enable us have a memorable 60th 

anniversary befitting the status of the University as the one and only 

Maritime University in the sub-region. 

 

 Thank you all for your attention. MAY THE GOOD LORD BLESS US ALL. 

 


